
Making a Will

Did you know that approximately 53% of 
UK adult population do not have a Will?  
There are many reasons for why you 
should make one and we have set out 
below the main reasons you should.   

1.   It gives you peace of mind that your 
wishes are set out in writing and your 
estate will be split amongst those you 
choose. However, if you die without a 
Will it may be that the law (under the 
Intestacy Rules) that decides who your 
estate is distributed which may not be 
those you would have chosen yourself.  

2.   Unmarried couples or couples who 
have not registered a Civil Partnership 
cannot inherit from each other directly 
unless there is a Will.  Making a Will can 
therefore remove the risk of serious 
financial problems for the remaining 
partner.

3.   Your funeral.  You can set out your 
funeral wishes in as much detail as you 
like.  

4.  You can choose Guardians to look 
after your children if they are under 18 
until they come of age.

5.  You can also appoint Trustees who will 
be in charge of your money / assets if 
your children are under 18 when you 
die.

6.   You can set out, in as much detail as 
you like, how and when your children 
should receive your assets; for example 
18, 21 or another age.

7.   You can choose your own Executors.  
If you die without a Will, your 
closest relatives will need to apply 
for Letters of Administration and 
there can be a delay before they are 
authorised to deal with your estate. 

8.  If you have jewellery, record collections, 
motor vehicles or other items of 
personal value that you would like to 
leave to specific people then a Will is 
the place to do it.

9.  Second marriages.  A Will can ensure 
that you look after both your second 
spouse but also any children from your 
first marriage.



10.  Pets.  You can leave your pet(s) to a 
chosen person and even leave that 
person a gift to look after your pet(s).

11.  Asset protection.  You can look to use 
Trusts to preserve assets for future 
generations.

12.  The absence of a Will can sometimes 
lead to family disputes.

13.  Without a Will, your family could 
face a larger inheritance tax bill than 
necessary as writing a Will can help 
with the tax planning process.

For more information about this or to discuss your Will 
requirements, please contact us on 01564 776 287 and ask to 

speak to a member of our Private Client Department.   
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