
Family Department

The Family Department at Standley & 
Co prides itself on providing the highest 
standard of legal advice and client care.  
Our experienced and established team 
will will help you sort out any problems 
that you face today and plan for the future. 
Whether you are just thinking about 
separation following the breakdown of a 
long term relationship, or whether you 
need any advice regarding divorce, finances, 
or children, we are here to help.

Our Family Team offers a dedicated one on 
one caring, sympathetic and confidential 
service, where we can help you with: 

Divorce 
Reaching the decision that your marriage has 
broken down is always difficult.  We will guide 
and assist you at this challenging and sensitive 
time in your life.  Our extensive experience 
means that we can deal with the legalities of 
a relationship breakdown and formally bring 
the marriage to an end as quickly and as 
efficiently as possible for you. 

The process of ending a marriage does not 
have to be a hostile process. We promote 
an amicable resolution, as this greatly assists 
families when moving forward.   

Financial Matters
We know that one of your main concerns 
upon the breakdown of a marriage would be 
the financial implications and what this means 
for you. 

For most, the major concern revolves around 
where you are going to live and how you are 
going to manage financially in the future, 
either by yourself or with your children. We 
can answer those questions and help you 
achieve a fair and reasonable settlement that 
meets all of the family’s likely future needs.

We can help you sell the family home, if 
necessary, or transfer the family home to you 
or your spouse, as well as updating your Will.

When considering financial matters, regard 
will certainly need to be given to the housing 
needs of any dependant children of the 
family, as well as the housing needs of both 
you and your spouse.  Each case is different 
and therefore dependent upon its own facts, 
so you will need specific, bespoke advice, 
tailored to your own personal circumstances. 

In addition to the family home, we can also 
assist with the division of other matrimonial 
assets, whether they are held in the sole 
ownership of either of you, or in your joint 
names.

If there is a family business, we can advise 
you upon the most appropriate and practical 
way of addressing this and we can also advise 
you in respect of pensions, and, in particular, 
whether one of you is likely to have any 
potential claim upon the pension rights of 
the other upon divorce. 



Similarly we can address the issue of any 
debts or liabilities which you may have, 
whether your spouse is likely to retain any 
liability for the same and also advise upon 
how these can be settled fairly, within the 
whole terms of settlement that you reach.  

Children 
Obviously, for all parents, their main concern 
will be their children and we will always 
strive to keep the children at the forefront 
of everyone’s minds, when dealing with these 
issues.  It always helps to lessen the impact 
of separation upon any children when their 
parents are able to be amicable towards each 
other.

We are very experienced in helping parents 
to move forward. It is generally in a child’s 
best interests to spend regular quality time 
with each parent following separation and we 
can assist you whether you are the person 
seeking to spend such time with your child, 
or whether you are the child’s main carer 
and are seeking advice upon what would 
be an appropriate level of time for the child 
to spend with the other parent, depending 
upon your family circumstances.  

Where initial agreement does not prove 
possible, we can help to arrange mediation 

for you, to try and resolve matters with the 
help of an independent third party, if this is 
appropriate.

Court proceedings can be lengthy, costly 
and are almost always best avoided, but 
sometimes they are unavoidable and in such 
circumstances, we will help steer you through 
the process.

Unmarried Couples
We also help unmarried couples who may 
face similar issues, when they experience a 
relationship breakdown. Resolving issues 
relating to property in such cases can be 
particularly complex and it will be very 
important to obtain advice regarding your 
rights in this situation at a very early stage.

Couples who live together but who are not 
married may wish to have a “Living Together” 
Agreement in place.  This document sets 
out clearly the terms of the ownership of all 
assets including those assets owned by each 
party before they began living together.  Such 
a document ensures that, if the relationship 
later breaks down, then there can be less 
scope for argument relating to the ownership 
of assets.  We can draft these agreements, so 
that they are tailor-made to suit you and your 
family’s individual needs.”  

If you would like to discuss any issues raised in this leaflet in confidence then 
please do not hesitate to contact a member of our Family Department  

on 01564 776287 or email them at  family@standley.co.uk. 
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